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Our mission as RMYM Friends Women is to: Unite the women in our local churches and across our
Yearly Meeting to grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and to support mission fields and missionaries.
We endeavor to help women to be more aware of EFM and other mission fields.

We presently have four active Friends Women Missionary and Prayer Groups: two from Denver Friends
and one from First Friends of Colorado Springs and one from New Hope Friends Church in Hay Springs,
NE. We desire to encourage our other women that attend the Friends churches, to have groups in
their church - where women can meet together for fellowship and encouragement and hopefully to
develop an interest and desire to pray for and support mission fields and missionaries across the world.

Our focus of ministry to women in RMYM, their friends, and family is planning and hosting an annual
women’s retreat every September at Quaker Ridge Camp and Conference Center. In 2025 women from
the Paonia Friends Church planned and hosted the retreat. The theme was focused on God not basing
His love on our behavior — He desires for us to base our behavior on His love. “But God showed His
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” Romans 5:8. Our speaker
was Stina Frazier from Paonia. Several members from the planning committee helped her with skits
from The Cure, by John Lynch, Bruce McNicol and Bill Thrall. The skits gave us a modern day look at
Pilgrim’s Progress from a woman’s viewpoint. We were reminded there is more to the story than one
viewpoint.

Our attendance was over our expected number of 50 guests which helped to keep us on budget. We
had 3 of our Navajo women come from Red Ridge and Rough Rock Friends Churches. Thank you to all
who donated to our Scholarship funds. It was great time of growing in our faith through small group
discussions as we sat around tables. On Saturday morning, we made masks representing the masks we
often put on to hide or protect ourselves from being judged. We are so grateful for our Worship Team;
Abby Penna from Haviland, Lauren Johnson from Paonia and Erin Frost from Wichita.

Many of the women were very thankful for their time of rest from their normal responsibilities at
home and at their churches. The warm weather on Saturday made it possible to take full advantage of
all the outdoor activities Quaker Ridge has to offer such as hiking, axe throwing, archery, and the rife
range. The rest of the ladies could be found working on a puzzle or resting in their rooms.

Each year the women that attend our retreats bring items for our Silent Auction. We are appreciative
for the generosity of the women that make items to donate and the women that bid on and purchase
every item. This year we raised $1,392 which funds our 2025/2026 Missions Project and helps to fund
future retreats. $696 to Projects and $696 to our budget.

Our schedule for our future women'’s retreats is:

e 2026 - planned and hosted by Neighborhood Friends Church women - September 18t—20t"

e 2027 —planned and hosted by the Quaker Chicks and women from Denver Friends

e 2028 —We are Looking for a team of volunteers from all the churches to plan for our retreat on
September -15t —17t



Our 2026 Women'’s Retreat will be part of “EDEN anew” —a women’s ministry from Neighborhood
Friends Church that will be presenting Kindle - Igniting the Flame Within. This is a 3-part series starting
on Saturday October 18™ at Neighborhood Friends Church with Part 1 — SPARK, Awakening the Flame.
Part 2 — FUEL, Feeding the Flame will be presented on Saturday April 18t also at Neighborhood
Friends. The Women’s Retreat starts on Friday September 18™, focusing the whole weekend on Part 3
— Living on Fire. | hope you will spread the news about these women’s events and our next retreat in
2026 to the women in your church, your friends and family. For more information go to their website
at www.edenanew.org The women that attend these 3 events will be blessed and renewed as Women
of God.

No one has applied for the 2025-2026 school year Friends Women Scholarship. The scholarship
application and reference letter forms can be downloaded from the rmym.org website. Please spread
the news about the scholarship to your junior and seniors in high school and anyone you know who
plans to attend Barclay or another Friends College or University. We can still offer a scholarship for the
2026 2" semester to someone attending classes either in-person or online with their major being in
Missions. Please contact Kay Burgi for additional information.

The RMYM FW website has all of our Friends Women forms, the FW Scholarship information and
application forms available to download including our Retreat Guidelines. The 2026 forms and retreat
information will be uploaded as soon as we have more information. This is a great resource that helps
introduce Friends Women to your churches, visitors, and new members.

Terry Semones, from Denver Friends, has developed a great 2025 reading list of books for women. The
2025 reading list is on the website now and the 2026 list will be added soon. The list includes books on
FRIENDS:

e A Tender Time Quaker Voices on the End of Life by Patricia M. Nesbitt and Kristin Camitta Zimet.

e The Quakers 1656-1723, The Evolution of an Alternative Community by Richard C. Allen and Rosemary

Moore.
e Renewable — One Woman’s Search for Simplicity, Faithfulness and Hope by Eileen Flanagan.

Our other categories of books in the Reading list includes MISSIONS, BIOGRAPHIES, DEVOTIONALS,

CHRISTIAN FAMILY AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, and of course FICTION:

e Unforgotten: (Amish Romantic Suspense Story with Forgiveness and Second Chances) by Shelley
Shepard Gray.

e A Healing Touch by Suzanne Woods Fisher

e Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers 4. The Masterpiece by Francine Rivers

Please let the women in your churches know about this impressive resource that encourages women
to read Christian books and be familiar with books about Friends (Quakers). She is working on a list of
books for 2026. If you have any suggestions for a good book, please pass it on to her or to me.

Respectfully Submitted,

Judy Van Meter
RMYM FW President

“But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinner.” NLT


http://www.edenanew.org/

